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Abstract Objective: To investigate the effect of a new evaluation method: ureter-lower calyx distance (ULD)
in patients with lower pole kidney stones. Methods: The data of 126 patients with lower pole kidney stones treated
from October 2021 to December 2022 were retrospectively analyzed. All patients were treated by flexible ureteros-
copy. The differences in operative time and postoperative stone free rate between infundibulopelvic angle (IPA)
group and ULD group were analyzed. Results: IPA was divided into IPA™>30° group and IPA<{30° group, and
there were significant differences in operation time and postoperative stone free rate between the two groups. ULD
was divided into ULD>>3 c¢m group and ULD<{3 cm group, and there were significant differences in operation
time and postoperative stone free rate between the two groups. However, there was no significant difference be-
tween the IPA>>30° group and ULD>>3 cm group in operation time or postoperative stone free rate. Conclusion:
ULD as a new preoperative evaluation index of flexible ureteroscopy is more convenient, simple and practical than
IPA, so it's worthy of further promotion in clinic.
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